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Introduction 

Snakes are remarkable creatures that have captivated the attention of humans for centuries, 
even millennia. Snakes belong to the suborder Serpentes in the Squamata order of reptiles, 
making them close relatives of lizards and amphisbaenians. Even though they look like a single 
creature, snakes are comprised of hundreds and sometimes thousands of individual scales, 
which are constantly sloughing off and being replaced with new ones. They have long been a 
subject of fear, fascination, and awe in many cultures around the world. 

Evolution of Snakes 

Snakes first evolved from lizards millions of years ago during the late Cretaceous period. The 
oldest known ancestor of snakes is the fossil species Naashoibitssauroides, which lived some 
105 million years ago. Through evolution, modern snakes have evolved several adaptations that 
allow them to thrive in almost any environment.  
They've lost their limbs and replaced them with specialized scales for movement, allowing them 
to move quickly over the ground or through trees and bushes. They've also lost their eyelids, 
which makes them appear to be always staring. 

Morphology of Snakes 

The typical snake body is long and thin, allowing it to move through tight spaces and make 
quick turns. The skeleton of a snake is highly modified from that of its lizard ancestors. The ribs 
are fused, making it difficult for a snake to expand its body.  
The vertebrae are also modified, with the same number of bones but different shapes and 
connections between them. This allows snakes to stretch their bodies to swallow prey that is 
much larger than their heads. 

Reproduction in Snakes 
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Most species of snakes reproduce by laying eggs, but some species give birth to live young. 
Snakes typically lay their eggs on land, with the female either burying them or leaving them 
uncovered in a warm spot. Depending on the species and environmental conditions, it can take 
anywhere from several weeks to several months for the eggs to hatch. 

Geographical Distribution of Snakes 

Snakes are a diverse group of reptiles that can be found all around the world, except in extreme 
polar regions. There is quite a wide variety of snake species and they have adapted to different 
climates and terrain. They are mainly associated with tropical regions, as this warmer climate 
lends itself to longer breeding seasons and more plentiful food sources. However, some species 
such as rattlesnakes can be found in the desert areas of North America, where the arid 
environment provides ample cover for them to hide or hunt. Europe has a few native species of 
snakes living mostly on warm islands or near bodies of water like rivers which offer abundant 
prey for them to feed on. 
Asia is home to a rich diversity of snake species ranging from cobras and pythons to sea 
snakes that inhabit shallow waters close to shore. Finally, Australia is known for its vast 
population of venomous snakes that thrive in its hot climates, but there are also many types of 
harmless native snakes too. All in all, the geographical distribution of snakes around the world 
proves just how adaptable these amazing creatures are. 

Behavioral Activities of Snakes 

Snakes spend most of their time camouflaged amongst their surroundings. They hunt by sight 
and smell, using their tongue to pick up scent trails left by their prey. Some species of snakes 
are active during the day, while others prefer to hunt at night. Most snakes will curl into a coil or 
strike when threatened, rather than flee like other reptiles. 
Snakes also engage in social behavior with one another. Some species are known to 
congregate in communal dens for shelter, protection, and warmth. They also sometimes share 
meals, with the larger snakes taking smaller prey away from those that have caught them. 
Snakes may be some of the most feared creatures on Earth, but they are still an important part 
of the natural world. Their adaptations and behaviors offer us a unique glimpse into the 
incredible variety of life here on our planet. As we continue to learn more about snakes, it's 
important that we appreciate their beauty and complexity, and work towards protecting them 
from extinction. 
Snakes play an important role in many ecosystems as both predators and prey. They are apex 
predators, meaning that they are at the top of the food chain and have few natural predators. 
Snakes help to keep populations of other animals in check, including rodents that can be 
damaging to crops. They also provide a valuable food source for larger animals like birds, foxes, 
and even humans in some parts of the world. The presence or absence of snakes can have 
profound impacts on the balance of a given ecosystem, so we must protect them from over-
harvesting or destruction of their habitats. 
Snakes are also important to humans in other ways. They can help us develop treatments for 
diseases like diabetes and they have even been used in cancer research. In addition, snake 
venom has been used for centuries in traditional medicine and to make certain types of 
pharmaceuticals. By learning more about snakes, we can better understand the natural world 
and our place within it. 
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Snakes are fascinating creatures that have captivated humans for centuries. Their unique 
physical characteristics, behavior, and geographical distribution make them one of the most 
diverse and resilient species on Earth. Despite their reputation as fearsome predators, snakes 
serve an important role in many ecosystems and can even be beneficial to humans. As we 
continue to explore the natural world, we must take at the beauty and complexity of these 
amazing creatures. 

Different Species of Snakes 

There is an incredible variety of snake species living around the world. Snakes can be found on 
all continents except Antarctica, and each region has its unique collection of native species. In 
North America, garter snakes, black racers, rattlesnakes, and boas are some of the most 
commonly encountered varieties.  
South America is home to anacondas, coral snakes, and tree boas. Australia is known for its 
python population, while Africa boasts cobras, mambas, and puff adders. Europe hosts several 
species of vipers as well as grass snakes. 

FAQs 

What are the characteristics of a snake? 

Snakes are limbless reptiles that range in size from tiny thread snakes to large pythons and 
anacondas. They have long, cylindrical bodies with flexible jaws, a pointed snout, and scales 
covering their skin. Snakes have excellent senses of sight, smell, and hearing. Some species 
also possess heat-s 

What is the strongest snake in the world? 

The king cobra is considered the world's strongest snake. It can grow up to 18 feet long, and its 
venom is strong enough to kill an elephant. Other strong snakes include the reticulated python, 
African rock python, and green anaconda. 

What is the number 1 poisonous snake? 

The inland taipan is considered the world's most venomous snake. It is native to Australia, and 
its venom can be fatal within 30 minutes if left untreated. Other dangerous snakes include the 
coastal taipan, king cobra, and black mamba. 

Which snakes are nonpoisonous? 

There are many non-venomous snakes found around the world. Some of the most common 
include garter snakes, corn snakes, rat snakes, and king snakes. These species lack venom 
and typically rely on constriction to capture their prey. They can still bite if provoked or 
threatened. 
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